
May 1-5, 2018 -  Happy 10th Anniversary...to Me!! - Walhalla, SC & The Great Smoky Mountains 
 
Traditionally the 10th Anniversary gift is typically of tin or aluminum.  And since aluminum does comprises 
some of the structure of my airplane, I felt it only appropriate to celebrate the 10th year of flying my Highlander, 
at the same Just Aircraft Company's factory, 
where I spent so many months, in 2018, initially 
building the airplane. So, Miriam and I loaded 
our dogs and enough provisions for a week long 
sojourn and headed out of Port Saint Lucie, FL., 
on a beautiful Saturday morning for a 400 mile 
en-route stopover at our Hilton Head condo.  A 
few days later we continued on with leg #2, a 
300 mile drive up to the upstate hills of Walhalla, 
SC, where I got to again experience the sights, 
sounds and smells of an airplane factory.  In 
2018 I brought my motor-home over to a nearby 
campground and each and every morning I 
would arrive, with the rest of the employees, 
bright and early, to begin the lengthy process of 
assembly of the $60,000 kit that I had purchased 
at a work station that had been assigned to me 
at the rear of the plant building. 
 

All of the kit airplanes start off in 
a fuselage jig where Chromoly 
steel tubing is formed & welded 
together as one complete piece.  
This forms the basis from which 
all other parts and assemblies 
eventually fit together like some 
giant jig-saw puzzle.  Added are 
the rear horizontal stabilizer and 
elevators, the  rudder  assembly 
and the tail-wheel components.  
Up front the engine firewall and 
mounts are bolted on as well as 
the landing gear structure.  The 
seats, their rail components and 
the baggage compartment are 
placed inside of the interior as, 
eventually, are the steel cables 
and push rods that control the 
rear empenage flying surfaces.  
The wing ribs and panels, the 
fuel cells and flaps and ailerons 
are added and bolted onto the 
frame.  Doors and windows are 
formed and constructed.  All 
exterior surfaces are covered 
with a polyester sheet and fit to 
produce a smooth plastic like 
surface.  Eventually the engine, 
instruments/screens, radios &  
electronics are installed and the 
machine is finally ready for 
painting.  This is what it takes to 
build an experimental airplane. 

 



The months, that I spent in building my Highlander comprised some of the most enjoyable of my life.  Here is a  

 
photo of me along with the two principals of Just Aircraft Company, LLC.  Viewing to the left is Gary Schmitt, 
their Chief Financial Officer, and to the right is Troy Woodland, the designer and creative genius behind their 
aircraft.  Just behind us is the SuperStol XL, one of their  latest undertakings and the company airplane.  
 
After a two hour visit it was time for us to get on the road again.  It would be another 3 hours and 200 miles of 
driving through some very winding and mountainous terrain in order for us to reach our accommodations. We 
decided to rent a mountainside cabin in Pigeon Forge, adjacent to the Dollywood  amusement park, for 5 days.  
At an elevation of 1,600 feet it offered clean, clear and cool air with beautiful views of the Smokies beyond.  
Our time here  was mainly meant to be for relaxation and the renewal that the mountains had to offer. 



Our stay was at the Legacy 
Mountain Resort, which was 
made up of a hundred or so 
privately owned log homes 
ranging, in size, from one to a 
half dozen bedrooms. A pet 
friendly unit at the upper part 
of the complex was assigned 
and we drove the 10 miles 
from the town center to our 
resort on some very curvy and 
climbing terrain.  Located at 
almost the top of the mountain 
our view was spectacular & 
accommodations cozy.  Our 
first chore was to take the 
dogs out for a walk and to 
acquaint ourselves with the 
lay-out of the property.  It 
really did not matter which 
direction we took, for this walk 
would mean that half of it 
would be up-hill!  We went up 
to the Clubhouse with its 
outdoor pool & inside gym and 
game room, before heading 
back to our cabin, which was 
on two floors. The upper one 
incorporated the living room as 
well as a kitchen and dining 
area.  Fantastic views through 
large glass picture windows 
and a nice outside porch 
added to the comfort and had 
us, literally, living amongst the 
mountain peaks just  beyond. 
 
Downstairs was the Master 
Bedroom and bathroom with a 
large Jacuzzi tub and walk-in 
shower.  Decor was mountain 
rustic with hand carved timber 
beams for our king size bed 
and night stands.  Adjacent to 
the bed room was a game 
room complete with TV and a 
full size pool table. Running 
the width of the house on this 
level was a balcony that had a 
6 person hot tub with the water 
already set to 104 degrees!  
This entire setting could be 
summed up in the phrase 
"Luxury in the Rough".  It was 
going to be a delightful and 
stress free 5 day stay in our 
own little piece of "Heaven in 
the Mountains"  



Most of our time in the Gatlinburg, Pigeon Forge and Sevierville towns of the East Tennessee mountains were 
spent in sightseeing and touring the beautiful Smoky Mountain National Park.  We drove up Hwy 441 to the 
Newfound Gap as well as Clingman's Dome which is at the 6,600 elevation and then over to the Indian town of 
Cherokee, NC with its Harrah's Casino.  We also spent time in the Park's visitor's center and walking amongst 
it's trails and streams.  Our two Silky Terriers, 8 year old Rebecca Ann Doolittle and her 2 1/2 year old 

daughter, Miss Dior Doolittle, being 
Florida bred & raised, are not used 
to the high elevations and thin air, of 
the mountains, and while greatly 
enjoying the cool fresh temperatures 
and chasing squirrels up trees, the 
strenuous exercise that they got on 
this trip certainly left them sleeping 
well at night.  
 
Although we had a full kitchen in our 
cabin, other than breakfast and an  
occasional light dinner, most of our 
meals were taken at one of the 
many restaurants that abound in this 
tourist destination.  We did none of 
the many attractions as I used to do 
inspections for many of the power 
utilities in the area when I was work-
ing and had previously visited most  
of them.  We simply enjoyed what 
Nature had to offer and took full 
advantage of the sights and scenery 
that the area offered.  And, before 
you knew it, it was time to return to 
our Florida home, again via the 
Hilton Head condo, where I could 
resume the flying of my "homebuilt" 
Just Aircraft Highlander... perhaps  
for another 10 Years?? 


